Faux Numbers &

Deceptive Data:
Issuesand Classroom Activities

MARC ISAACSON
2017 NNN CONFERENCE PRESENTATION
BARNARD COLLEGE, NEW YORK



Fake Numbers vs.
Faux Numbers
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Information Literacy

Broad Umbrella for:
A Statistical Literacy

A Quantitative
Literacy

A Media Literacy

A Visual Literacy

A Research Literacy
A Etc

Common Thread:

Preparing students
to become critical
thinkers and more
Informed citizens



O Wor

d

awash

N

number




Producers of Statistics
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Consumers of Statistics
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First Day of Class Survey Question

Where
do
Statistics
come
from?




Where do Statistics Come From?
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Saying oStatistics Com
IS like saying
oBabli es Come from Hos

[ HOSPITAL

Al tds true but | eaves out t he



Side Bar. How many are doing it?

Figure 1. Percentage of births occurring out-of-hospital: United States, 1990-2012

Total out-of-hospital

Birthing center
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NOTE: Out-of-hospital births include those occurring in a home, birthing center, clinic or doctor's office, or other location.
SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, birth certificate data.







